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• Minimal theatrical form

• Focus on spoken word

• No elaborate sets or costumes

• Perfect for immersive, narrative-driven 
experiences

What is a Staged Reading? The Power of VoiceWhy in the Planetarium?

• Unique 360° environment

• Naturally immersive

• Inspires awe and wonder

• Combines science, art, and story

Structure of the Script

The script is structured as a chronological journey through key astronomical 
discoveries, intertwined with a parallel timeline of historical events specific to a 
particular city or location. 

Guiding the audience through the story is a fictional, abstract character — in our 
case, Lady Beauty of the Night Sky — who embodies wonder, memory, and 
cosmic perspective.

Conclusions, generalization

The staged reading was presented in a premiere and one reprise in November 2024. The reading 
was staged by three actresses, visuals prepared in advance, but live music was improvised on 
the spot. During year 2025 a recorded version of this show will be created: it will be shorter 
and with less information, we will use all the visuals, the musical accompaniment will be created 
in a new way, similar to how film music is created.

The presented show and its script are actually a universal "manual" applicable to any 
city/town in Europe:

the timeline of the guide (The Beauty of the Night Sky) can be universal, 

the outline of astronomical discoveries more or less also, 

the timeline of important historical events for that place/city will change.

Binding orders at tomas.graf@physics.slu.cz

• Voice carries emotion, rhythm, 
nuance

• Dome acoustics: clarity & projection

• Live vs recorded performance
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Tomáš Gráf

Staged Reading as a Genre Suitable for Planetariums

Case Study of Staged Reading „The sky above Opava throughout the centuries“

-- how the beauty of the night sky has changed –

How has the view of the night sky changed over the eight centuries 
of existence of Opava as city? 

What was happening in Opava at the time of epochal astronomical 
discoveries?  

Were the inhabitants of the Opava region less or more fascinated 
by the view of the sky than they are today? 

The experimental show in the Unisphere will try to reflect on these 
questions in the form of a staged reading accompanied by a 
spherical projection of the night sky.

Visual design of this staged reading - static FD images or collages of image, night sky (Digistar 7), 
drawings and images generated by AI
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